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EDITORIALS I 
OFFICERS FOR 1921 

The result of the  ballot of the  Council for officers of 
the AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY for the current year 
is as follows: 

President  
EDGAR FAHS SMITH 

Directors 
GEORGE D. ROSENGARTEN 
HENRY P. TALBOT 

Councilors 
H. E. HOWE ALLEN ROGERS 
C. L. ALSBERG LAUDER W. JONES 

WILL THE SENATE ACT?  

The Sixty-sixth Congress ends on March 4, 1921. 
One of the  three months available for legislation a t  
this final session has passed into history, and t h e  dye 
bill still remains on the  calendar of unfinished business. 
The question is being asked by all “Will the  Senate 
act?” 

Every argument hitherto presented in behalf of t h e  
legislation stands to-day as forceful as ever. To 
these must be added now. the  easily evident fact  
tha t  t h e  failure t o  pass this legislation has 
brought about a degree of demoralization which is 
lamentable. Contemplated expansion of plants has 
been postponed because of t h e  uncertainty of the  
future, research staffs are being contracted, a short- 
sighted policy on t h e  par t  of manufacturers, bu t  t rue 
nevertheless in many cases, and t h e  chilling effect of 
this demoralization is making itself felt in  the  ranks of 
our chemists and students of chemistry. 

I n  ad- 
dition t o  the  large amounts of new capital being called 
€or b y  the  German dye cartel, t h e  life of t h a t  cartel 
has been extended from t h e  year 1966 t o  2000, and 
its dissolution at t h a t  t ime made more difficult by 
requiring a four-fifths instead of a two-thirds ma- 
jority t o  effect its dissolution, Not content with this 
unification the  segregation of the  nitrogen-fixation 
industry under t h e  Haber process has been accom- 
plished by the  formation of a n  organization capitalized 
a t  ~oo,ooo,ooo marks, which organization is placed 
under t h e  control of t h e  dye cartel. Regaining 
mastery in the  field of dyes is now not sufficient, am- 
bition is leading on t o  a world control of nitrogenous 
products. T h a t  is a threa t  which no nation can 
ignore. There is no secret about t h e  matter. T h e  
facts have all been published. 

With this situation existing, can the  Senate 
afford not t o  act? On what grounds could delay 
be justified? Senator Thomas’ nightmare of an  
American dye t rust  was refuted sufficiently by the  
declaration of the  great mass of small producers of 
dyes, read on the  floor of the  Senate, t h a t  they would 
be t h e  first t o  go under in the  price war which would 

We repeat again our conviction t h a t  it will. 

Now comes a new factor into t h e  situation. 

follow the  failure t o  enact adequate legislation; but  
the  Senator’s dream looks like thir ty  cents when com- 
pared with the steps already taken in Germany t o  
secure domination of t h e  world’s dye and nitrogen 
supplies. The  press report t h a t  this fixed-nitrogen 
organization is contemplating t h e  erection of plants 
in t h e  United States and Japan may be erroneous, 
bu t  already the  market situation is being felt out.  
The following circular letter is being distributed in 
t h e  trade. One of our dye concerns, the  Peerless 
Color Company, Inc., of Bound Brook, N .  J.,  has 
furnished us a copy. 

C. B. PETERS C o ,  Ixc 
15 Maiden Lane 

New York 
Peerless Color Co., Inc., 

Bound Brook, N. J. 
Gentlemen: 

NITRITE OF SODA 

As previously advised you, we have for distribution in this 
country through American fiscal agents, that portion of Nitrite 
of Soda, as produced by the Badische Anilin- & Soda-Fabrik 
of Germany through their atmospheric nitrogen development, 
which has been allotted for consumption in the United 
States. 

Naturally because of the existing business depression, there 
is very little activity, with the result that prices have been re- 
duced considerably; in fact for spot material we can offer, sub- 
ject to change, ton lots as low as 6c per Ib. ex warehouse at 
New York, and for larger quantities it might be possible t o  
shade this figure with a firm bid in hand, although the feeling 
here is very strong that the bottom of the market has been 
reached. We have on hand at the present time in New York 
approximately 50 tons, and no further shipments will come into 
this country until orders are placed for shipment from 
abroad. 

We have instructions from Germany to find out the prospects 
of Nitrite of Soda consumption in the United States over the 
year 1921, and for this reason we are taking the liberty of ad- 
dressing you to ask if you will kindly let us have your opinion 
in this regard. If the market has actually reached its lowest 
level, this might be a good time to consider requirement con- 
tracts for the coming year and any suggestions that buyers have, 
we shall be happy to cable abroad. The quality of our material 
is as good as that produced in any part of the world, and we 
shall be pleased to forward samples upon request. 

Awaiting with interest your reply, we remain 
Yours very truly, 

C. B. PETERS Co., INC., 
C B P-T H (Signed) C. B. PETERS, Presideizt 

To this request the  Company responded: 
Please be advised that we shall not, under any conditions, 

cooperate with you in supplying the information wanted by 
the Germans nor will we knowingly buy one pound of the sur- 
plus German air-fixation products at  6c per pound or any other 
price. 

Reports from Washington indicate t h a t  t h e  Moses- 
Thomas combination intends t o  filibuster as strenu- 
ously as ever. Under ordinary procedure they can 
defeat t h e  bill. T h e  favorable majority in  t h e  Sen- 
ate, however, can thwart  these tactics by adopting 
a closure rule limiting debate on the  bill. This is an  
action rarely resorted t o  b y  the  Senate, bu t  the  un- 
yielding and inexplicably bitter opposition of this 
very small minority, on t h e  one hand, and the  future 
welfare of this country as involved in this new com- 
bination threat from abroad, on the other hand, 
justify and demand t h e  adoption of the  closure. 


